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Fo-m-Pow_er Ministerial meating this afterncon focused on
romula with respect negotiations on Berlin for NATO meeting.,
Couve cmned meeting stating he did not think 1t would be goog
" O83«k to aceept m kind muoe
¥hrushchey andg “‘-Eennhikov s8tatenents past few days wahlch would

BOSEE of statement given latest

- apoeay to indieate one vay or anothep Western readiness negot.late
wlth Seviets. He relterated French not remat not opposed to

o suun&inge " by one o another or several Ambassadors in Moscon,
Freneh, hmmver, do not believe it good %0 have Council state
this or that 1t be stated Publicly. Statement to such effect
would mepely weaken Western position.

_ When Home asked whether Couve statement meant French -

/23/  fabassador ready to take part,Couve replied he had not sdid thag. ¢
Fronch Ambaqsador mﬁalwaya in touch with Soviet Government
would not repeat not varticipaie now, By one or geveral he

mﬁ*ﬁ&ﬂ&mﬁmmmdmgs by fmerdcan Ambassaéqyizoosciion Fom Tais CoPY tS; |
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_ thtiab Awbassador in association sinee British seemed wigh

wednedpal . /Which 18/gai crnfuskanin and split up NATO alliance,
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assoclate themselves as they had with RuskeGromyko talks.

When Home pointed cut this position created groat difficultiea,
gince French sald they willing see exploration occur but without -
their participation,as French not assuming their share in alliance

. Couve replied Frénck resson very simple. faexSoviet position

wad known and became even clearer in light Menshikov statement
vesterday; therefore Prench saw no reason for exploration.
' Afcer fifteen minute precess réqueuted'by Secretary Rusk,

-Home' g@tated he very much worried by French position. He noted

that while French aaid erIOPatian might weaken our position
vianamv A Envietq/viaw was. that within 24 hours Four-Powers
would have to meet with NATO countries without any position.
Most of these countries insist on negotiations and differ@ince
would be publicly kmown. Moremver;if Weat 1s to pursue contaczts
with Seviets, they must be based on an agreed Westeran position,
If there is not such position, Vest will look terribly weak :
and olsorganized which would permit Soviets to pursue one
objectiveto '
fie asked 1f introduction of word "exploratory” before diplomatic

contacts in formuls would help. |
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secretary stated we -1n very grave position, Ve have tried

erplain why we think it necessary make a.pproach and seek real
msaihntfipa of negotiatiens due grave threat to peace. We

have no illusions op falae hopes re course of nepatiations.
/ ; They will not ke eagy. We have no intention maye concessiona
o "o Sovlets ubich ape regarded as unacceptable by US and allies,
AT same time, we see possibllity erisie leading to nuclear wap
and therefore need complete supoort of NATO slliance., Real
Auestion seems to be whether thepe 18 an alliance. When theye
ate overvwhelming necessities in dealing with a partit:aular |
situation and this is a feelinz which whole alliance ahazw
view Is tha$ each nation should overcome its marginal doubts
abont any partieular step so taat alllance can move together.
_o | Seoretary sald he appallad at possibllity what could happen
1§ alliznce came out of Quadripartite Foreign Hinlsters and.
anbsequent NATO meefing in n‘bvloua-disarray. He asked how
French Gcﬁe&ment saw probable course events if Foreign Minisi-em
adopted view that theve should be no pegotiation, no exploratory
talks, and no contacts om an azreed basis with Soviots, :

Couve replled ke 4id not doubt most NATO nationa yearneﬁ
for negotiations. This wER quite evident.. He thought Us
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Sure all Governments aware war -could occur and there is real
casus belll involived, ﬁmerica-n peaple could only go to war

ws. th good cenaclences. He eould not accept Home comcept ﬂﬂ
we could not leave to Soviets slone question whether anything
mare ‘should be said. Home saild he aida not x*eall:,r like his own
moa, fle was jJust tr,ying find something Couve might accept.,

. « 2% this point, Germans phe sald,had -
Just learned about Menshikov speech and had not seen full text. ‘
. But mest ideas contained there"n appear in Soviet Novembes 1958 mte

Wi W minor additions ang section knocking down international H0CeSEs |
: Soviets continually over past years repeat same |
dsrmnds of 1958 (n other hand Soviets opposed by clear and

 Public firm Western position. Although positions greatly

different 8nothing obliges West believe that there no chance get
Soviets make shifg thpir position uhichﬁrabably includes maalmm ;
Jemands Jest may be able reduce Soviet demands which is vexry

reason for exploration as suggested, West should proceed
wlthout illuslions toward eb.jectiv‘es which wnoily agreed,
Difference 18 tactical., West should mu.v g0 forward in uniried
n@aj with full MATO suppert for nbherwise Soviets will esplols

<

Wentern @ Eiforensss  particularly if Western soundings start
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' disarvay in alliance, Unity of purpoae and objectives would be
demenstrated 1f West had procedural umity.  Procedure 53(.@835&6‘3

in morning meeting does not repeat not comnit West 1n formula
suggnasted

aEmgdeidx, Voot should act together and diplcmatic eff'orts

0 should be eccompanied by military buildnup. Agreed with Secretary
pablic opins.on apa&ptam

t "n- -: l‘\ AT .illq::r

R @ssential }ﬁ; support We%ern
pcsititm diplomatlcally ang militarily Procedure sugposted nnt
3 harmful, although French say so due recent Soviet ﬁfatemn,s- '
ﬁzﬁa beliﬂved Soviets would interpret Hestem canfusion as showing
Waat suhject intimidation. This would bring on trouble, but

unlfied action would be 3ign Wastern _Btrength,

Couve respended that in trial of strength mdiea u‘L"E an"f.,iety

° _m to negotiate was weakness., It would prove Wastern

‘' Bagia
ﬂensativity to Soviet intimidation, bexsork Position was if Soviets

that
behaved badly, no negotiation. Schx*oeder anewersd Arecent Soviet:
statoments
Slondsx merely repetitive Soviet poaition of past. Cave vzlxxg
on debate :i.n puhl:lc not helpful but in privete diplematie
negotiaticmy might be poaaihle reduce Soviet demands, He might
agree with Couve except for two factors. Fivst, Soviets can
act in such way re Berlin that either West actepts Soviet

- steps thus displaying weekness o» reacts strongly by miiltamy
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.mﬁans which risks waihatfublic opinion must be convincediby actions

Wentern Governmenta;/ ‘here no way out honorably before.natigns-

aziced o mrd¥erstand and fight. It not possible always to walt

to have diplomatic conversathn at more pwopitiouqﬁg?:ce enemy

matexrially and psychologleally in position create graat wirouble o

for Weat if a2lliance in disarray. |
Secretary stated that 3 g qoviets 1n/§ggechas on dwe different

days prevented West from movin& ahead together in its cmaintewest.

these speeches would be two most fantastically productive apeachss

in history, In ceptaln sense x;xthn Fburn?owers thought of

grvafean impcrtance but other rembers MATO 4317 iiance also had

vitial interests, Appearance complete disagreampnt—in.N&Tu would

malke Khrushchey bolder, Believing in Western wealmess which

increasead by disunity might lesd him to dangerous courses of

actlon. Tn all frenkness and good will, he had thought we wers

TR RIers that 1f most

‘ agresd on substance. But hs. %3
minimun move ;g develop substance Soviet position re jected,

U8 would have/reviews? sitvation to see whether Four-Powers
really weve agreed on substance and what thelr cbjiectives are,
ﬂéé may be Krushchevy trying %o prevent negotiatimns, mill 3133 -

separate peace treaty, and create grave criaia. faybe be mill
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iet his threats peter out. In either case, large gample involved

. must be clarified. Secretary then asked f'or completely private
'Four-l’cwer Foreign Ministers meeting as he felt obliged to

S

report 'dk'ect‘ty to the President and he wished cleap and full

undexrstanding French position.

. request
Heme supported Secretery's /" for a private gathering

etating "otherwise disastey stares us in the face", Private

meeting followed during which subsequent; Four-Power Forelgn

Ministers meeting set for 9:45 p.m, Paris time’
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